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" CECI LI ATI ON*
ACT ONE
FADE | N:

I NT. BEDROOM - CECILIA'S FLAT - DAY 1

Sinple furniture, no pictures on the wall, a TV on a chest of
drawers. Two bodi es entw ned on a queen-sized bed. A
conforter covers everything except two heads poking out the
top. A man and a wonan are in deep sleep

Besi de the bed, a boy, 3, is hard at work di sassenbling an

al arm cl ock. Pieces on the floor and on his lap. He's cute as
a button, with a bow -shaped hair cut. Wth a screwdriver
he's hal fway through prying apart the clock. A spring junps

| oose and hits the woman's face. She jerks awake.

G oggy, she raises her head and sees the boy on the fl oor

CECI LI A
Adriel... what're you doi ng?

Adriel doesn't |ook up but continues to work the screwdriver.

ADRI EL
Pl ayi ng with cl ock.

CECI LI A
(realising)
Oh Adriel! Did you spoil Mimmy's
al arm cl ock?

She gets out of bed, steps on a broken bit.

CECI LI A
Oow

She hops about, clutching the injured foot. Adriel |aughs as
she falls on her butt.

CECI LI A
Adriel! Wiy did you do that?

Adriel turns weepy. Cecilia softens and sweeps himup for a
cuddl e.

CECI LI A
Sorry baby... sorry. Mummy didn't
mean to shout at you.

She noves over to the dresser and picks up her watch to check
the tine.
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CECI LI A
8.30! Oh no! Adriel! You rmade Minmy
| at el
(to man on bed)
Si ong! Wake up! I'm | atel!

Siong doesn't react. Cecilia dunps Adriel on the bed and
dashes into the attached bathroom Adriel, stunned, starts
baw ing. Siong still doesn't stir. Cecilia pops her head out
of the bathroom

CECI LI A
Siong! Get up and help ne with the
ki ds! Don't you have to go to work
too?

Door slans and the sound of running water is heard. Adriel
continues bawing. Siong raises his head. Blurry-eyed, he
| ooks around, sees Adriel crying and pronptly throws the
conforter over hinself.

I NT. DI NING ROOM - CECILIA'S FLAT - DAY 1

Cecilia bursts out of the bedroom dressed for work and
carrying Adriel--who's still bawing--1ike a sack of
potatoes. At the table sits Adrian, 5, dressed for

ki ndergarten. He's being fed cereal by Nora, the maid.

NORA
Mor ni ng, ma' am

CECI LI A
Mor ni ng, Nora. You nmade coffee?

Nora points to a nmug on the table as Cecilia hands Adri el
off to her. Nora puts Adriel in a chair and tries to feed
hi m

ADRI AN
Munmy... can you help nme with ny
spel i ng?

CECI LI A

We did that |ast night.

ADRI AN
But the test is today. Please
Mummy, pl ease, please.

Cecilia picks up a peanut butter sandwi ch and bites into it.
CECI LI A

(chew ng)
Ckay. .. Square.
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ADRI AN
SSQUARE

CECI LI A
(taking a bite)
Very good. Circle.

ADRI AN
CGl1-CGL-E

CECI LI A
Perfect. Sorry, Mummy has to go to
wor k. Quick, give ne a big huggie.

Adrian lights up and throws his arns out. He knocks the bow
of cereal right into Cecilia as she stoops to hug him

CECI LI A
Argh! Adri an!

She runs back to the bedroom Adrian cups both hands over his
mout h as Nora begi ns nopping up the floor with a cl oth.

CECILIA (O S.)
Siong! Get up and hel p!

Cecilia energes clutching a white tee shirt, jacket and
handbag. The bl ouse she's wearing is soaked.

CECI LI A
I"msorry boys. Daddy and Nora w ||
take care of you. Mumy is so |late
for work. I'll see you all tonight!

She runs for the door.

EXT. ROAD - DAY 1

An enerald Honda C vic weaves dangerously in and out of
norning traffic and brakes hard when the traffic lights turn
red.

INT. CECILIA S CAR - CONTI NUOUS
Cecilia wastes no tinme in pouring out her handbag on the
passenger seat. Fromthe nmess, she picks out her lipstick and

starts applying it with the help of the rear view mrror.

Suddenly, cars are honking at her and she snudges her
lipstick, dropping it in the process.
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CECI LI A
Ah! My face! Stop honking you crazy
drivers!

She realises the light has turned green. She stonps on the
accel erator and zoons off.
INT. LIVING ROOM - CECILIA' S FLAT - DAY 1

Siong still on the bed, craws to the get the cordl ess phone
fromthe bedside table and dials. Wen the other party picks

up- -

SI ONG
H... it's me. Are we on for
today? ... Geat. Only thing is |

can't pick you up. Cecilia's
started her new job so she took
the car... so 1 p.m
Spinelli's... War what?

ADRI EL
(reaching for phone)
Daddy... want to talk to Munmy.

SI ONG
Hang on a second... Adriel, this
isn't Munmy.

ADRI EL
Want to talk to Mumy.

SI ONG
| know you do... but this isn't

Mumy.

ADRI EL
Then who?

SI ONG
Er... This is the... repair man..
the air-con repair nman

Adriel | ooks deeply disappointed and about to cry.
SI ONG
(into phone)
Hey... 1'll neet you at one. Gotta
go, bye.

As he hangs up, Adriel bursts into tears again.
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EXT. URA OPEN AIR CAR PARK - DAY 1

Cecilia' s GCvic screeches into the car park and fortunately,
she finds a | ot and backs in.

INT. CECILIA S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

She gl ances about, making sure no one is around. Then she
rips off her mlk-stained blouse and pulls on the tee shirt.
When her head pops out the top, She sees two teenaged boys
wal ki ng past, eyes glued on her, sniggering.

CECI LI A
Not a peep show Move al ong!

She ducks down to put on her jacket. Pulling a tissue from
t he pack on the passenger seat, she w pes up her snudged
lipstick, then hunts for the lipstick. She extracts it from
under her skirt and discovers it's mashed. Cecilia | ooks
ready to cry.

She scoops everything back into her handbag and gets out.

EXT. URA OPEN Al R CAR PARK - CONTI NUOUS

Cecilia |l ocks and sprints toward a four-storey building at
the end of the car park. It's large and fairly new and nmade
W th donated noney. We can see the |ipstick stain on the back
of her skirt.

I NT. RECEPTION - FAM LY SERVI CE CENTRE - DAY

The reception counter is manned by Wendy, 19, who | ooks I|ike
she's longing to be sonmewhere else. She's flipping through a
magazi ne when Cecilia bursts in. Wendy eyes her as Cecilia
strai ghtens her clothes and hair.

CECI LI A
H! Mdrning. Need to see the
director, M Tai.

VENDY
He's not in yet. If you need a
counsel lor | can--

CECI LI A
--Oops. Not a patient here. Let ne
start again. I'mCecilia Chung. |'m

t he new head of counselling. The
director's expecting ne.
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Wendy eyes Cecilia suspiciously. Cecilia checks herself and
to her horror realises her tee shirt has Madonna's face
enbl azoned on it. She tugs her jacket close.

CECI LI A
Spilt mlk. Long story. Can | see
the director now?

VENDY
He's not in yet. But you can neet
Mei Yi first. She'll want to neet
you.

CECI LI A
Who's Mei Yi?

VENDY
(enjoying this)
You'll find out.

INT. MElI YI'S OFFICE - FSC - DAY 1

The office is stern and clinical. Mei Yi, large and fierce-
| ooki ng, stands inpassively as Wendy does the introductions.

VENDY
This is Leong Mei Yi. She was going
to be head of Counselling but now

she's not.
MElI VI
(irritated)
Thank you Wendy... you can go back
to the reception. |I'msure you' ve
work to do.
VENDY
No, I'mquite free at the nonent.

Mei Yi gives her the evil eye.

VENDY
(gets the cue)
Think I hear the phone ringing...
(1 eaves)

MElI VI
So... you're Cecilia Chung.

CECI LI A
And you're Mei Yi. G ad we got that
cleared up
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MElI VI
What Wendy said was true. | wanted
your position, | don't deny it. |
think | deserve it. | amafter all,

a very qualified counsellor.

She indicates a wall covered wth dipl onsas.

CECI LI A
That's inpressive. Wien | have ny
nervous breakdown, I'Il be sure to

get your hel p.
(as Mei Yi glares)
Ckay. .. hunour didn't work.
(nore to hersel f)
Cof fee woul d be so great right now

MElI VI

| just want you to understand
sonmet hing. M Tai may be the boss
around here, but as he is sadly
absent a lot of the tine, it has
fallen on nme to run this place.
Wthout nme, this FSC would be in
r ui ns.

(pauses dramatically)

CECI LI A
Right... | get your drift. \Was
t here anything el se?

MElI VI
(really irritated now)
Don't think that as ny boss, you
can bypass or run ne over.

CECI LI A
(under her breath)
No, that would require a car...

INT. MEI YI'S OFFICE - FSC - DAY 1
Back in the office, back to reality.

MElI VI
What did you say?

Cecilia shakes her head to clear the reverie as a knock is
heard on the door. An elderly man pokes his head in.

MR TAI
Ah, Cecilia. Wendy said you were
here. Good norning, Mi Yi.
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MElI VI
Not hi ng good about it.

M Tai ignores this and takes Cecilia by the arm

MR TAI

Cone, |let nme show you your office.
CECI LI A

Ni ce neeting you Mei Yi. W'l

catch up again and I'll explain the

nmeani ng of the word "boss".

Mei Yi just glares as they |eave.

I NT. CORRIDCR - FSC - CONTI NUOUS
M Tai walks Cecilia to her office.

MR TAI
Wiy don't | convene a staff
neeting after |lunch and you can
nmeet the rest of your coll eagues.

CECI LI A
A great idea. Thanks, M Tai.

He seens distracted by Cecilia' s Madonna shirt.

CECI LI A
Un spilt mlIk. Long story... Next
time I'Il grab a better shirt.
MR TAI
| think Madonna is such a bad
i nfluence... Terrible nusic and

such | ow noral val ues.

CECI LI A
Cut e- 1 ooki ng husband t hough.
(as M Tai frowns)
Ri ght. Madonna. Evil. Wn't happen
agai n.

He opens an office door for her.

MR TAI
When | interviewed you for this
position, | thought you were right

for this place. Please don't nake
me change ny m nd.

8.
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CECI LI A
I"I'l do ny best to nmake you feel
you nmade the right decision. |
think you made the right decision
by the way...

She smles but M Tai isn't anused.

CECI LI A
Er, so 1'll see you after |unch.

She hurries into the office and shuts the door. M Tai
ponders a nonent before wal king of f.

INT. CECILIA'S OFFICE - FSC - DAY 1

Leani ng agai nst the closed door, Cecilia heaves a sigh of
relief and | ooks around. Bare roomw th desk, chair and a
sofa facing a wall.

She kicks off her shoes, slips off her jacket and sits on the
chair dropping her head to the desk

CECI LI A
This nmust be the worst norning of

my life...
(checks wri stwat ch)

And oh ook, it's only 10 a.m

GAVIN (O S.)
Look on the bright side...

Cecilia junps up and shrieks. A man's head has popped up over
t he back of the sofa. Now he gets up, waving his arnms to
pl acat e her.

GAVI N
Ceez, you're loud. Don't freak out.
I'"'ma counsellor here.

CECI LI A
You scared the |life out of ne.
What ' re you doi ng here?

GAVI N
| slept over. This office has a
sofa. It belongs to the new head of
counsel ling and oh boy... I'm
t hi nki ng you're her.

CECI LI A
Good guess. No bonus points.
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GAVI N
I"'mGavin Lee. It's a pleasure to
neet you.
(shakes her hand)

CECI LI A
Tell me why you're sleeping in the
of fice.

GAVI N
I want to say 'cos |I'mdedicated to
my job and | work really hard but
truth is | went clubbing and
deci ded goi ng hone and com ng back
here would rob ne of two precious
hours of sl eep.

CECI LI A
At |east you're honest. | Ilike
honest. | always tell my kids: you

can be stupid, you can be poor, but
just as long as you're honest, it's
okay.

GAVI N
I"'mnot too sure about the stupid
part, especially in Singapore.
(as Cecilia glares)
Moving right al ong and changi ng
subject, are you a big Madonna fan?

CECI LI A
(crosses arns over shirt)
My husband's the fan. | just needed
sonet hi ng cl ean to wear

GAVI N
Good. Don't really like her. Her
"Like a Virgin' phase did nothing

for me. I'"'mnore partial to
Destiny's Child actually. And Tanya
Chua... I'mgoing to marry her.
CECI LI A
Tanya Chua's your fiancee?
GAVI N
She will be... when | neet her..
Soneday. . .
(beat)
As you can see, |'ve sone del usion

issues | need to work through with
my counsell or.

Cecilia smles despite herself.
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| ook at

Vel |,

GAVI N
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okay... | guess | better

| eave so you can admire your new

of fice.

sofa. Very confy.

shutting the door
her office and sighs.

CECI LI A

personal |y reconmend t he

behind him Cecilia takes a good

trade the sofa for a coffee.

FADE QUT.
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
INT. CECILIA'S OFFICE - FSC - DAY 1

Piles of files on the desk. Cecilia's |eafing through one
wWth a steam ng cup of coffee. Wendy blows in |like a breeze.

CECI LI A
Sure, don't knock, | wasn't busy
anyway.
VENDY
Your el even o' clock is here.
CECI LI A
Qoh. Tinme personally delivered to
me. | like the concept.

(of f Wendy's bl ank stare)
My el even o' clock? | wasn't aware |
had appoi ntnents today. |'mjust
catching up on case files.

VENDY
Mei Yi said you should start right
away and ki ndly gave you a few of

her cases.

CECI LI A
Mei Yi said? If you haven't
noticed, |'mthe one who deci des

who gets which case.

VENDY
Wel | decide quickly then. Mei Yi is
seeing a patient right now, so is
Gavin. That | eaves--
(pretends to think)
--ooh! just you.

A beat as they exchange gl ares.

CECI LI A
Show her in.

VENDY
Serena, please cone in.

A teenaged girl enters. Dressed in black jeans and bl ack tee,
| ong hair | oose, she's nore phantom than human.

VENDY
Al l yours.

Serena stands at the doorway.
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CECI LI A
(getting up)
Cone in... cone in. Close the door.

Have a seat.

The sofa has been rearranged along a wall. Serena perches on
t he edge.

SERENA
You' re new.

CECI LI A
And you're perceptive. Let ne try
to find your file fromthis ness
call a desk

She starts rifling through the piles as Serene fidgets and
chews her nails.

SERENA
I don't have nmuch tine... | got to
go to school soon

CECI LI A
Wi ch school do you attend?

SERENA
Where do you think? The
nei ghbour hood school. Do | | ook
like a Raffles girl?

Cecilia shoots her a | ook. Serena resunmes chewing a nail.
Cecilia takes the other end of the sofa.

CECI LI A
Tell you what... forget your file.
You just go right ahead and start
telling nme sonething about
yoursel f.

Serena eyes her |ike a trapped animl and Cecilia nmakes sure
she's as far away as possible at the other end of the sofa.

SERENA
I"'m Serena Lim.. |'ve been com ng
here for awhile now. ..

CECI LI A
Good... go on. You're making an

excell ent start.

SERENA
My sister is getting married this
Fri day.
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CECI LI A
That's great.
(off Serena's horrified
face)
O maybe not. It depends on how you
| ook at it...

SERENA

" m supposed to be the bridesnaid
but 1'd rather kill nyself first
before 1'Il be her bridesmaid.

(beat)
If | gas nyself in the kitchen
oven, would that distort nmy face or
shoul d | breathe carbon nonoxide
froma car? | read sonmewhere that
it can give colour to your cheeks,
maybe make ne | ook pretty.

Cecilia is dunbfounded.

I NT. SPINELLI'S - DAY 1

Siong hurries in, adjusting his tie. Md-norning crowd--

coupl es,

executives with conputers,
worman, dressed |ike an executive,
pretty and | ooks sporty. Siong pulls up a seat at

JOSI E
You sure took your tine.

SI ONG
Adri el pooped in his diaper and he
didn't want the nmaid to change him

JOSI E
I"'mso glad | didn't shake your
hand. | can't quite picture you as

a doting father.

SI ONG
It's a case of Mummy-isn't-here-so-
| et's-target-the-second-cl ass
par ent .

JOSI E
That's what you get when you spend
al | your waking hours hacki ng away
at the conputer.

SI ONG
You nean used to hack away.

waves hi m over.

wonen sharing cake. A

She' s
her tabl e.
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JOSI E
That's right. Now all you do is
hang out with ne.

She sips her latte as Siong takes her fork and hel ps hinsel f
to her carrot cake.

JOSI E
Have you told her yet?

Si ong shakes his head as he wolfs down the cake. Josie yanks
the plate fromhim

JOSI E
When are you going to tell her?

SI ONG

Soon.

(of f her 1 o00k)
It's not that sinple. So many
t hi ngs have changed. Cece's just
started a new job, we just got a
mai d, Adriel is adjusting to her...
| don't want to rock the boat if
you know what | nean.

JOSI E
If you don't tell her and tell her
soon, she's going to find out on
her own... What'l|l happen then?

He reaches for her coffee but she clanps a hand over the nug.

JOSI E

You have to tell her.

(beat)

If you don't | wll.
SI ONG

Josi e! You won't dare.
JOSI E

Don't dare ne. You know |I'd do it.
SI ONG

Ckay, fine. 1'Il tell her.
JOSI E

when?
SI ONG

Tonight. Is tonight okay with you?

JOSI E
Yes.
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She rel eases her grip on the nug and Siong sips fromit
gratefully.

I NT. PANTRY AREA - FSC - DAY 1

Cecilia is making coffee. She puts a huge scoop of powder
into her nmug. Behind her, Gavin arrives and stops to watch as
she scoops in another big spoonful of coffee powder.

GAVI N
Whoa... go easy on that stuff. You
know what that does to you?

CECI LI A
You don't want to talk to ne unl ess
my bl ood caffeine |evel is over the
legal limt.

GAVI N
Tough norni ng?

CECI LI A
You are so asking for an earful. Do
you know a patient by the nane of

Serena Linf
GAVI N

Sui ci de Suzi e.
CECI LI A

She has a ni cknane? Wiy Suzi e?
GAVI N

Rhynmes better w th suicide.
CECI LI A

Wiy does she even have a ni cknane?
GAVI N

Every nonth, she conmes up with a

new way to kill herself. | wasn't

meki ng any progress so Mei Yi took
over. Not that | wanted her to but
she di d.

CECI LI A
Mei Yi's handed the case to ne. |
feel like doing a Martin Scripps on
her right about now.

GAVI N
Get inline... So what did Serena
come up with this tinme?
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GAVI N( CONT' D)

Scuba diving with an enpty tank?
Crossing the ECP blindfol ded?

CECI LI A
It was a toss up between oven gas
and car funes.

Gavi n chuckl es as he opens the small fridge to pour hinself a
gl ass of water.

CECI LI A
Not funny at all. | think she
happens to be very serious this

time.

MEI YI (O S.)
She's al ways serious. Wiy do you
t hi nk we keep nmaki ng her cone back?

Cecilia turns to see Mei Yi comng in.

MElI VI
|"m surprised you fell for her
routine. She's probably back at her
voi d deck snoking and | aughi ng at
how she fool ed the new head of
counsel |'i ng.

Mei Yi waves Cecilia out of the way and starts preparing a
cup of tea.

CECI LI A
It's classic attention-seeking I
know, but this time there are new
ci rcunstances. Her sister's getting
marri ed.

MElI VI
Exactly where did you get your
degree fronf

CECI LI A
Listen here Mei Yi... We can have
different opinions on a patient but
there is absolutely no need to be
sni ppy about it.

MElI VI
Everyone thinks Serena's about to
kill herself. She's been

threatening for a year already and
not hi ng has happened. |If you want

to inpress us, please put in nore

effort.
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She punctuates her statenent by tossing her tea bag into the
trash bin and stal ks off with her nug.

CECI LI A
| think she doesn't |ike ne.
GAVI N
Cee... what tipped you off?
CECI LI A
That woman has a serious attitude
probl em
GAVI N
Maybe you just bring out the evil
in her.
CECI LI A

Thanks, | do try.

(si ps her coffee)
If only this day would end. You
know how tine sl ows when you're
havi ng a bad day? I'mli ke Keanu
doing his Matrix noves right now.

GAVI N
The staff neeting will probably
feel like a hundred years | ong.

CECI LI A
VWhen does that start?

GAVI N
(checks wat ch)
Ch, right about... now.

CECI LI A
The fun never ends.

She takes a huge gul p of coffee.

I NT. SOCI AL LOUNGE - FSC - DAY 1

An assortnent of m smatched |ounge furniture fills the room
Peopl e of different ages sit around expectantly. M Tai sits
in a corner.

Cecilia stands facing themw th her coffee nug.

CECI LI A
H all... Very happy to be here. |
guess you know |I'm Cecilia Chung,
new head of counselling.
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A | oud cough from Mei Yi which Cecilia ignores.

CECI LI A
I"ve five years experience at NUS
doing clinical studies, another
five as a counsellor wth a nedica
group and now |'m here... | have
two sons... and a husband of
course. He's very new econony...
wor ks for a dotcomand |'mvery
happy to be here or did | say that
al ready?

A nobil e phone starts ringing. The staff start patting
t hensel ves, checki ng pockets and handbags. Cecilia realises
it's her owmn nobile. She pulls it from her handbag.

CECI LI A
Sorry folks, just give ne a second.
(into phone)
Hel | 0?

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - CECI LI A'S FLAT - CONTI NUOUS

Adrian is sobbing on the line. He's in his kindergarten
uni form and socks, his bag and shoes at his feet.

ADRI AN
How do you spell circle?

I NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON:

CECI LI A
VWhat ?

ADRI AN
How do you spell circle?

CECI LI A
Spell circle?

ADRI AN
Munmy you spell circle!

CECI LI A
kay! Circle... CGI1-CGL-E

She notices everyone in the roomshaking their heads in sync.
Then it dawns on her..

CECI LI A
Ch no! | spelt it wong! | left out
the C No, an R I'mso sorry
Adrian. It just slipped nmy m nd!
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ADRI AN
Last time | got all ny spelling
correct and | got a prize! Now I
can't! | hate you

He sl ans the phone down.

In the FSC, Cecilia is left |looking stupid with her nobile
phone agai nst her ear. The only sound is Mei Yi chuckling.

INT. LIVING ROOM - CECILIA'S FLAT - NNGHT 1

Ceciliais lying on the sofa, feet up, still in her Madonna
tee shirt. She's gazing blankly at TV Innovations on TV. A
| ar ge unopened Lego set is on the fl oor.

The mai n door opens and Siong wal ks in. He's surprised to see
Cecilia up and hesitates, trying to decide to approach her or
not. Then he sees the Lego set.

SI ONG
H . Wiat's with the Lego set?

CECI LI A
| spelt circle wong.

SI ONG
Excuse me?

CECI LI A
Adrian had a spelling test today
and | taught himthat circle was
spelt C1-CL-E and of course that
was wong and | ruined his perfect
score and he can't get the perfect
score prize anynore.

SI ONG
(toes the Lego box)
And you were trying to make up? You
shoul d know better than to bribe

hi m

CECI LI A
Don't lecture nme. I'ma trained
counsel l or and | know bri bi ng when
| see it...

(points to Lego)
And this is... This is bribing. But
it didn't work. He won't even talk
to ne. He wanted Nora to bathe him
He never |ets her bathe him

Siong falls on the sofa beside her.
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SI ONG
He'll get over it. Kids always do.

CECI LI A
He didn't accept a hundred-doll ar
Lego set. His perfect score prize
is a Ladybird book. Sonmehow | doubt
if he's ever going to get over it.

She leans in for a nuzzle then pulls back abruptly.

CECI LI A
You' ve been dri nking.

SI ONG
Alittle, that's all.

CECI LI A
What's the occasi on? You got new
freebies for your website users?

SI ONG
Huh?
CECI LI A
Perfunme. | can snell it on you. Is

that a new pronotion?

She | eans close for another sniff but Siong stands up
abruptly.

SI ONG
I need a shower. See you in the
bedr oom

Ceciliais terribly hurt and puzzl ed as she watches hi mgo.

EXT. PARK - DAY 2

Cecilia sits on a park bench |looking forlornly at a bag of
paus on her lap. Froma distance, Gavin approaches. He's
munchi ng on a burger and bobbing to nusic on his ear

phones. He wal ks conpl etely past Cecilia before grinding to
a halt. He steps backwards to where she is. She doesn't
notice himat first but her eyes soon travel up to his
face. Gavin plugs out one ear bud.

Gavl N
(re: paus)
Staring doesn't nake the calories
go away.

CECI LI A
Wt... | like that in a nan.
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GAVI N
(sits)
There's nothing worse than a soggy
pau. .
(beat)
No wait... | take that back. Cold
fries are really yucky too... But

let's not discuss ny problens...
Let's hear what's buggi ng you.

CECI LI A
I"mjust sitting here thinking
about the state of the world. What
makes you think |'ve problens?

GAVI N
Oh | don't know... You're sitting
under the hot noon day sun..
you're not eating those incredibly
good- | ooki ng paus... and if your
face was any |l onger, you'd be
sweepi ng the ground with your chin.

CECI LI A
Ww, you're pretty sharp. Have you
ever considered counselling as a
career option? You seemto have a
knack for it.

GAVI N
Wt... | like that in a wonan.

Cecilia smles despite herself.

GAVI N
Cnron... try me. The only way to
know if |I'ma good counsellor is to
watch me in action

Cecilia eyes Gavin for a nonent as she deci des whet her or not
to share. Then...

CECI LI A
Hypot heti cal question: what does it
mean when you snell a woman's
perfume on a nman?

GAVI N
A woman's perfune...? Is this a
trick question?

CECI LI A
(getting up)
Forget | asked. It's a dunb
guesti on.
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She wal ks of f. Gavin hurries after her.

GAVI N
Ei t her the said hypothetical man
is using it hinmself or he was
standing too close to a
hypot heti cal wonman weari ng t oo
much perfune.

Cecilia glances at him She is grateful he's just answering
t he question and not asking any.

CECI LI A
Second hypot hetical question: if a
w fe suspects her husband of
cheating on her... what's the best
course of action for her to take?

GAVI N
I woul d suggest to this
hypot hetical wife that she needs to
get nore hypot hetical evidence.

CECI LI A
(stops wal ki ng)
What further proof do you need?
Don't you think spending all hours
away from honme and then com ng back
reeking of a lady's perfune is
pr oof enough?

GAVI N

No, Jessica Fletcher... You need
Hotel 81 receipts, novie ticket
stubs to afternoon shows, new
nunbers in his nobile phone address
book.

(beat)
Al'l hypothetically speaki ng of
cour se. .

Ceciliais silent. Gavin realises all this is for real

GAVI N
Look... just poke around little.
Don't let your imagination go wld.

CECI LI A
"' mgiving you seven out of ten for
t hat advi ce.

GAVI N
Only seven? It was at |east 7.5.
G mre anot her question. | can do

better.
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CECI LI A
No... | think two a day shoul d
suffice. We should be headi ng back
to the office.
(starts to wal k off)

GAVI N
Hey...!

CECI LI A
Yeah?

Gavin is about to say sonething but changes his m nd.

GAVI N
You're going to eat those paus?
CECI LI A
| thought you didn't |ike cold
paus.
GAVI N
You know what they say... Two free

cold paus in the hand is worth four
in the steaner

Cecilia tosses the bag to him Gavin catches it neatly as
Cecilia wal ks on. He stares after her, then at the paus in
hi s hand.

FADE QUT.



Ceciliation - 25.

ACT THREE
FADE | N:

INT. LIVING ROOM - CECILIA' S FLAT - N GHT 2
Cecilia steps into the flat wth plastic bags of groceries.
CECI LI A
Boys! |I'm hone! Nora, can you help
me with the groceri es!

From a bedroom Adriel zoons over to her.

ADRI EL
Mumy!

Cecilia gives hima big hug.

CECI LI A
How s ny baby boy. Mumy m ssed you
t oday.

ADRI EL
Kor Kor make big spaceship with
Lego.

CECI LI A
Real | y? That's great. \Were's your
Kor Kor ?

She | ooks up and sees Adrian standing close by. In one hand
he's got a huge Lego spaceshi p.

CECI LI A
H Adrian. Ww, that | ooks
beautiful. Is that the new Lego
set ?

ADRI AN
Yes.

In his other hand is an exercise book which he hands over to
Cecili a.

CECI LI A

Your spelling book? Ch Adrian, | am
SO sO sorry about that.

(flips through book)
| know how hard you've work to keep
a perfect score and now with that
circle m stake you--

(doubl e checks book)
--still have a perfect score?
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Cecilia sees that "cicle" has been marked right and Adri an

got 5/5 for the test.

ADRI AN
(gl eeful)

Teacher Joanne marked ne correct! |

got it correct!

CECI LI A
Er... yeah... hnmm..

ADRI AN

It's okay right, Mummy? You taught
me wrong but Teacher Joanne narked

it correct.

CECI LI A
Adrian... | know | taught

you the

wrong spelling... but a mstake is
a mstake and you can't cheat |ike

t hat .
ADRI AN

But Mummy... | didn't cheat. You

taught nme wong. It's not

CECI LI A

fair.

I know it's not, but you can't have

this full mark. You spelt

circle

wrong. | taught you the wong

spelling that's true, but
taught you to be honest.

ADRI AN

I'"ve al so

But it's not ny fault! Not fair!

He smashes the Lego spaceship to the floor. Pieces fly

ever ywher e.

CECI LI A
Adrian! That is so rude!
you!

She grabs himand paddles his butt.

How dar e

He bursts into tears.

Adriel starts to baw too. A royal ness.

CECI LI A
You go to your room and t
what you' ve done!

Adrian, still howing, scuttles off.

hi nk about

Cecilia begins to cry.
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I NT. BEDROOM - CECILIA'S FLAT - NIGHT 2

Ceciliais sitting in bed with Adrian's spelling book. She
stares at the msspelling of circle for awhile, then grabs an
eraser and rubs it off. Imtating Adrian's handwiting, she
wites in GI-RCL-E

Siong enters when she's done. She hides the book.

CECI LI A
H ... late night again.
SI ONG
(not | ooking at her)
Yeah.
CECI LI A

You know you shoul dn't push
yourself so hard. You need rest.
And | need you. The boys need you

t 0o.
SI ONG
(undr esses)
Look... I"'msorry if | haven't been
home much. Just a | ot of things
happeni ng.
CECI LI A

I"mjust worried about you that's
all. You know what happened with
Adrian today?

SI ONG
Hang on. | need to take a shower
first.

He drops his jeans before going into the bathroom and cl osing
t he door.

Hurt, Cecilia stares at him but only for a beat. \Wen her
eye catches his jeans she dives for them She enpties his
pockets: hanky, |oose change, sweet w apper, wallet, nobile
phone. She eyes the sweet w apper suspiciously for a beat
then rifles through his wallet.

Notes, credit cards, receipts. She checks through these but
not hing out of the ordinary. She stuffs everything back into
the wal |l et.

The nobil e phone catches her eye. Picking it up, she fiddles
with it and dials the |ast called nunber. After half a dozen
rings, it gets answered.
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FEMALE VO CE ( ON PHONE)
Hi, Siong? What's up?

Cecilia cuts the call in a hurry. She starts trenbling wth
grief and rage.

INT. CECILIA'S OFFICE - FSC - DAY 3

Cecilia is typing up case notes at her conputer when Wendy
barges in.

CECI LI A
Knocking is such a virtue. You
should try it sone tine.

VENDY
(holding up a pile of
files)

| got you the files on Serena Lim
You made ny clothes all dusty. You
know how many files she has? That
girl is psycho.

Wendy dunps them on the desk.

CECI LI A
|'"d appreciate if you don't go
calling our patients psycho. If
anything, | would call her brave...
Brave enough to admt she needs
hel p and actually conme forward.

VENDY
She definitely needs help. Do you
see the way she dresses? And the
way she | ooks at ne... so creepy.

CECI LI A
Wendy... you're being very rude.

VENDY
I can be anyway | want. You're not
my boss. | didn't have to get the
files for you if | didn't want to.

CECI LI A
And | thank you for the trouble you
took. It was a big sacrifice to
tear yourself away fromthe | atest
Ceo. Can | just ask you sonething
bef ore you go?
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VENDY
(suspi ci ous)
\What ?

Cecilia rounds her desk and sits on the edge to be closer to
Wendy.

CECI LI A
If ever you need any help or need
sonmeone to talk to, I'mhere for
you. | nean that.

VENDY
What're you tal king about? | don't
need hel p.

CECI LI A
Maybe, maybe not. Can | just ask
what your father does for a living?

VENDY
Wiy do you ask ne that?

CECI LI A
| suppose he's not hone a lot is
he? | ask because |I've net nmany
girls like you and I want to help.
Your nother works | ong hours, am!|l
right?

VENDY
You' re cracked!
(heads for door)

CECI LI A
Wai t!

Wendy hesitates at the door, glaring at Cecilia.

CECI LI A
Wendy... |'mserious and very
sincere. If you need to talk, I'm

here for you.

Wendy sl anms the door as she | eaves. Cecilia nmerely shakes her
head sadly.

EXT. CORRIDOR - HDB BLOCK - DAY 3

Cecilia wal ks al ong, eyes scanning the unit nunbers agai nst
her PalmV. She stops abruptly at a door, checks the nunber,
then rings the doorbell. An elderly woman, Ms Lim opens the
door .
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MRS LIM
Yes?

CECI LI A
Ms Lin? My nane is Cecilia Chung.
(gi ves nane card)
I"'mfromthe FSC... |I'm Serena's
counsel | or.

VRS LI M
Anot her one? Are you new?

CECI LI A
Yes, | am I'mtrying to help
Ser ena.

VRS LI M
Aiyah... You can't help Serena.
You' re wasting your tine.

CECI LI A
Actually, | wanted to speak to you
t 0o.

VRS LI M
Me? What for?

CECI LI A
| feel it's good to get to know the
famly... see the environnent that
Serena is living in. It'll help ne
under stand her better.

VRS LI M

(doubt ful)

I"mvery busy. |'ve so many | ast

mnute things to do for ny el dest
daughter's weddi ng.

CECI LI A
Sharon right? Serena tal ked a | ot
about her.

MRS LIM
What did she say?

CECI LI A
| can't reveal that... but | do
want to share how | feel about

Ser ena.
Ms Limeyes Cecilia a nonent before unlocking the gate.

CECI LI A
Thank you.
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM - SERENA' S FLAT - CONTI NUOUS

On the sofa is an evening gown that Ms Limis working on.
Phot os adorn the walls, nostly of a prettier version of
Serena--it's Sharon, the elder sister.

CECI LI A
You're sewi ng the eveni ng gown?

MRS LI M
Yes... | want Sharon to |look like a
princess.

CECI LI A

It | ooks beautiful. You must be
very excited.

MRS LI M
O course. She's marrying a
doctor... Sharon always studied
hard and worked hard and now she's
marryi ng soneone good. |'mvery
happy.

CECI LI A

" m happy for you.

MRS LI M

Not |ike Serena. | don't know what
to do with her. If I'"'mstrict with
her... she runs away... If | give
in... she keeps taking ny noney...
| don't understand how | can have
one daughter who's an angel and
anot her who's rotten to the core.

CECI LI A
| understand how you feel... And |
want to help. Would you mnd if |
| ooked at Serena's roonf

MRS LI M
Be ny guest... Hope you don't m nd
the snell.

Cecilia heads towards the door that Ms Limindicates...

I NT. SERENA' S ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

There are rock band posters on the dark blue walls, a nessy
bed and a pile of clothes on the floor. At the small desk in
the corner, Cecilia picks up a photo frane--one of Serena

Wi th Sharon. Sharon is in a graduate's gown and nortarboard.
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Her hair and the diploma in her hands have been cut out with
a pen knife.

Cecilia fingers the holes thoughtfully.

SERENA (O S.)
What's goi ng on?

Cecilia and Ms Limturn around to see Serena at the door,
bl azing with anger.

SERENA
Are you spying on ne?
CECI LI A
No... I...
SERENA

How coul d you?!
She bol ts.

CECI LI A
Serena wait!

Cecilia gives chase.

EXT. CORRI DCR - HDB BLOCK - CONTI NUOUS
Serena takes off down the corridor, Cecilia behind her.

CECI LI A
Serena wait! Let ne explain!

As Serena hits the stairs, Cecilia catches up and grabs her
arm

SERENA
Let go of ne!

CECI LI A
Not until you listen to ne.

Serena attenpts to bite Cecilia but Cecilia fends her off
W t hout | osing her grip.

CECI LI A
| canme to |ook for you... You
weren't hone.

SERENA
So you decided to check out ny
r oonf?
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CECI LI A
Let nme expl ain.

They fall to the ground. Cecilia sits on Serena to prevent
her escape.

CECI LI A
| wanted to find out nore about you
and neet your famly.

SERENA
Wiy do you care?
CECI LI A
| met your nother. Boy, if |I had a
nother like that, I'd kill nyself
t 0o.
Serena i s shocked.
CECI LI A
Al right... that wasn't funny. But

seriously, neeting her... |
under stand better how you feel.

SERENA
How do | feel ?

CECI LI A
Inferior. Your nother picks on you,
makes you feel stupid, conpares you
to perfect Sharon and it just
drives you nad.

SERENA
| don't care.
CECI LI A
You do care. | know you do. And

care. And I'mtelling you your
not her is wong. You're not stupid
or worthl ess.

Serena pushes Cecilia away and gets up to brush herself off.

SERENA
My not her says |'m dunb. My father
says |'mlazy. My teachers all say
I got no hope. Who are you? You
don't even know ne.
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CECI LI A
I know many girls just |ike you.
Ten years of hearing you're
wort hl ess and stupid and you
begin to believe it. But nobody
can tell you how smart or dunb
you are. That's your job.

Serena regards Cecilia for a nonent.

SERENA
Get off ne.

Cecilia does. They both get up and dust thensel ves off.

CECI LI A
| just want you to know that |I'm on
your side. I'mnot here to nake you

conformor to get you to | ove your
not her or to inprove your school
grades. I'mhere only to help you.
I"'mon your side. Renenber that.

Serena eyes her, not knowi ng whether to believe her or not.

I NT. SHOPHOUSE - CLUB STREET - DAY 3

A office with enpty desks. Nothing on them no chairs, not
even light fixtures on the ceiling. A cleaning |ady sweeps up
scraps of papers wi thout interest.

Cecilia walks in and instantly, her jaw drops. A beat. The
cl eaning | ady notices her.

CLEANI NG LADY
You | ooking for M Heng? He's not
here yet.

CECI LI A
What happened to Qui ckescapes. conf?

CLEANI NG LADY
Who?

CECI LI A
Qui ckescapes. com The dotcom
conpany? The online travel portal?
(off cleaning lady's blank

| ook)
The guys who wore tee shirts and
shorts all day... conputers

everywhere and a big palmtree that
|l ook Iiked it was runni ng away?
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She indicates the dusty outline of a palmtree by the main
door--the sign has obviously been ripped off.

CLEANI NG LADY
Oh... that palmtree office.
(1 aughs)
They cl ose shop.

CECI LI A
When. .. ?
CLEANI NG LADY
Ai yah... about two weeks ago.

Cecilia | eans against a nearby desk for support.

CLEANI NG LADY
You want to buy the desk? M Heng
is selling them $50 each. Those
people still owe himthree nonths'
rent. Too nuch.

Cecilia feels faint.

INT. LI'VING ROOM - CECILIA'S FLAT - NIGHT 3

Ceciliais pretending to read a Reader's Digest but is
preoccupi ed. Suddenly, she flings the nagazi ne across the
room

The bedroom door opens then.

SI ONG
H ... sorry I'mlate again.

CECI LI A
(junps up from bed)
Where' ve you been? Do you know what
time it is? Ch wait... you have a
wat ch. OF course you know what tine
it is. You just chose to ignore it
to torture your wife

SI ONG
You know | work | ate!

CECI LI A
Liar! Your dotcom cl osed down.
Anot her crash and burn. Wy didn't
you tell ne?

SI ONG
(stunned)
How di d you...?
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CECI LI A
| went to your office... It was
cl osed! What happened?

Siong sits on the edge of the bed.

SI ONG
Burn rate was too high... Not
enough traffic... not enough
revenue. ..

CECI LI A

You | ost your job two weeks ago and
all that tinme you didn't tell ne?
Wy ?

SI ONG
I don't know | didn't want you to
react |ike this.

CECI LI A
I"mreacting |like this because you
didn't tell nel!

SI ONG
| hate that | ook you get... |like
what you have right now.

CECI LI A
Why does everyone say that? | have
no | ook!

SI ONG

You do... And it's saying that
you're disappointed with ne. It
just kills me when you | ook at ne
that way... that's why | didn't
wanna tell you.

He turns away. Cecilia is speechless for a beat.

CECI LI A
So you think I'm di sappointed in
you. .. and your solution is to run

off with anot her woman?

SI ONG
(spi ns around)
What ot her woman?

CECI LI A
Stop lying to ne. | know about her.
| snelt her perfune on you..
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CECI LI A( CONT' D)

and the other night | re-dialed
your |ast call and this worman cane
on the line... Your secret |over
right?

A beat, then Siong bursts in guffaws and rolls off the bed.
Htting the floor, he continues | aughing.

CECI LI A

What's so funny! This is not funny,
Siong! Get up

(yanks at his shirt but

stops short)
Wait a second... You're all dressed
up. Wth a tie too. You never dress
this way for work.

SI ONG
(sobers up)
Cece... that was Josie you heard on
t he phone. That was her perfune you
snelt too.
CECI LI A

Josi e? Your col |l eague Josie?
Engi neer Josi e?

SI ONG
Ex-col | eague to be exact.

CECI LI A
Josi e? Josi e who' s-com ng-over-for-
di nner - next - week Josi e?

SI ONG
The very sane.

She sits next to him back agai nst the bed, absorbing al
this. She studies hima nonment. He | ooks sheepi sh.

CECI LI A
The shirt and tie. An explanation
pl ease.
SI ONG
Job interview
CECI LI A
And?
SI ONG

No word yet. They were only | ooking
for two engi neers so the chances
are slim

(Cecilia slaps him
oM What was that for!
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CECI LI A

For not telling nme all this

earlier!

(sl aps hi m again)

SI ONG

OM  Agai n?!

CECI LI A

That was for thinking I was

di sappointed in you! How could you
think that? I |ove you, you big
dunmb idiot. | married you. | could
never be di sappointed wth you.

(rubs

his face)

SI ONG

You nean that?

CECI LI A

Don't you ever lie to ne again.

No ma' am

SI ONG

CECI LI A

And don't you ever stay out |ate
wi t hout calling ne again.

No, ma' am

VWhat am |

Poor baby.

SI ONG
CECI LI A
going to do with you?
SI ONG

For a start... Get off ny hand?

She realises her knee was on his hand. She rubs it for
CECI LI A
SI ONG
lied to you. | should

I"msorry |

never have behaved so stupidly. I--

She silences himw th a snothering kiss.

FADE QUT.

38.

hi m
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:

EXT. HAWKER CENTRE - DAY 4

Ceciliais slurping a bowl of |aksa. Behind her, Wndy
approaches with a plate of chicken rice. She hesitates upon
seeing Cecilia, then goes to the table.

VENDY
Hi .
CECI LI A
(slurping | aksa)
Oh... hi.
VENDY
Can | join you?
CECI LI A

Plenty of roomat this table.

Wendy sits down and eats her chicken rice slowy. Cecilia
notices and waits for her to speak. Finally...

VENDY
You know... the other day... in
your office... when you asked about
nmy father..

CECI LI A
Yes?

VENDY

He | eft us when we were twel ve.
Cecilia goes into counsellor node, waits for nore.
VENDY

| didn't see himfor a year after
that... Mum said he died.

(beat)
But then he showed up out of
nowhere... and he still shows up

once in along while but only to
ask for noney.

CECI LI A
It nust be hard on you and your
mum
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VENDY
My sister too... He keeps asking
for noney... My mum hardly earns
enough... but M Tai was kind
enough to give ne a job.
(beat)
How di d you know about ny father?

CECI LI A
| didn't. Not really. But |'ve
tal ked to many girls who behave
just like you and all of them | ack
a father's influence.

VENDY
So you nean | can bl ane ny father
for ny behavi our?

CECI LI A
(smles)
Not entirely... but it helps
expl ai n sone things.

VENDY
One whol e year |1've worked at the
FSC... and you're the first one to

ask ne about ny father. Everyone
el se just thinks |I'mrude.

CECI LI A
(grins)
You are rude... but now we know

why.

Wendy smiles despite herself. Cecilia's nobile phone rings
and she fishes it from her handbag.

CECI LI A
H, Cecilia here. Ms LinP Wait...
clamdown... | can't hear you...
what? Ckay... I'Il be right there.
Yes, |'mcom ng now. About fifteen
m nutes. Okay, bye.

(hangs up)
VENDY

VWhat was t hat?

CECI LI A
Serena. Tonight's her sister's
weddi ng and she did sonet hi ng
crazy. | gotta go help her.
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I NT. CORRIDOR - HOTEL - DAY 4

41.

An agitated police corporal stands by the |ift doors as they

open to reveal Cecili a.

CPL CHEONG
Cecilia Chung?

CECI LI A
Yes, that's ne.

CPL CHEONG
Come with nme. This way.

He | eads the way down the corridor. They near an open

door where another police constable is standi ng guard.

Lim steps out and sees Cecilia.
MRS LI M
You're here! You better cone and
hel p!

She ushers Cecilia into the suite.

INT. SU TE - HOTEL - CONTI NUOUS

suite
M s

Sharon, in weddi ng makeup, is in an arnthair sobbing as she

cl utches a weddi ng gown.

CECI LI A
What happened?

SHARON
(hol d up shredded gown)
She cut up ny gown! She's insane!

CECI LI A
Serena did this?

MRS LI M
Yes Serena! | think she's gone nad!

CECI LI A
VWhere i s she now?

MRS LI M
Bat hroom She wants to kill
hersel f! You better save her..
Because | want to strangle her!
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CECI LI A
I think you need to sit down,
take deep breaths and think happy
t hought s.

Cecilia heads to the bathroom and Ms Limfoll ows.

CECI LI A
| said sit!

Ms Limdrops into a chair instantly.

I NT. BATHROOM - HOTEL SUI TE - CONTI NUQUS

Serena, fully dressed, sits in a tub spilling over with
water. The tap is still running and the floor is conpletely
soaked. Wen Cecilia enters, she stiffens and hol ds an
electric curling iron just above the water surface.

SERENA
Don't cone any closer or I'Il do
it!

CECI LI A
Sweetie... have you never used a

curling iron before? You' re holding
it all wong. You want to hold it
the other way so you can curl
out war ds.

(denonstr at es)

SERENA
You're crazy!

CECI LI A
This froma girl sitting in a tub
full of water with her clothes
on.

SERENA
Get out of herel

Cecilia takes a step forward.

SERENA
Not another step! Or |I'Il do it!

The two PCs appear at the bathroom door.

PC CHEONG
Ma'am .. you better back off.
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CECI LI A
No you back off. | just need a few
m nutes with her. Back off!

The PCs excahnge | ook then back off slightly. Cecilia
continues to creep closer to Serena.

SERENA
| said stop it! I"mreally going to
do it!

In one swift notion, Cecilia hops into the tub. A tidal wave
spl ashes over, soaking the fl oor.

SERENA
(hol ding up the curling
i ron)
What ' re you doi ng?!
CECI LI A
I want to talk to you, that's all!
I don't want you to kill yourself

while |I'mtal king.

SERENA
(re: curling iron)
I"'mreally going to stick this
i n!

CECI LI A
You'll be killing me too. Do you
really want that?
(as Serena hesitates)

Five mnutes... that's all I'm
asking. After that, 1'll get out.
Ckay?

Serena nods but keeps watching Cecilia carefully.

SERENA
No sudden npves.

CECI LI A
That's exactly what | told ny
husband on our first date...
(beat)
| saw the dress. | nust say you' ve
good techni que. The sl ashes were
very straight and even.

SERENA
Everyone was oohi ng and aahi ng at
Sharon. My aunti e asked how cone
I"'mnot as pretty as her.
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SERENA( CONT' D)

She said no wonder | have no
boyfriend. | wanted to kill her!

CECI LI A
Your famly isn't easy to |live
W th. Your nmum can drive anyone
nuts. But you know... what you're
about to do will only prove her
right. You want your nmumto be
ri ght about you?

Serena glares at Cecilia.

CECI LI A
I know how you feel. | really do.
It's like you're invisible and
everyone only sees Sharon. Sharon
is smarter, Sharon is prettier
Sharon is | oved by everyone and |'m
just like a shadow... that's how
you feel right?

Serena doesn't reply but it's clear Cecilia's words have hit
hone.

CECI LI A
So killing yourself just seens |ike
such a good idea. If nobody wants
me, | mght as well be dead.
Pr obl em sol ved.
(beat)

But won't it be so nuch nore fun if
you coul d prove themall wong?
Your nmum your sister and that
stupid auntie of yours... what's
her nane?

SERENA
Vi vi an.

CECI LI A
Right. Stupid Auntie Vivian. Wn't
it be so much better if you could
show them that you're just as
smart, pretty and capabl e as anyone
t hey know?

SERENA
But I'"'mnot smart! |'mnot pretty!
And I'm not capabl e of anyt hing!

CECI LI A
Who says you're not smart. Your
mun? We know she's got sonet hi ng
agai nst you. Your school results?
That' s not hi ng.
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CECI LI A( CONT' D)

Look at Ant hony Robbins. The man
was a janitor and now he's a

mllionaire!
SERENA

Who' s Ant hony Robbi ns?
CECI LI A

My point is... only you can

deci de who you are. Not Sharon
not your nmum not Vivian, not
even me. Only Serena Lim decides
who she's going to be.

Serena nmulls over Cecilia's words.

CECI LI A

If you don't want to stay with
your famly anynore, | can
arrange for you to stay at a
school hostel. Get your nmum out
of your hair.

SERENA

Really...? You can do that?

CECI LI A

Anything to give you tine to

t hi nk and be yourself. O course
there're a fewrules to foll ow
and your nmum must okay the idea
which 1"l make her do. Wul d you
like that?

(Serena nods)

W can work out the details when
we're dry.

A beat as Serena | ooks at Cecilia then at the curling iron
Ever so slowy, she offers it to Cecilia who
takes it out of her hand.

in her hand.

SERENA

I'"'mwet.

CECI LI A

Per ceptive. Now get out of the
t ub.

Serena does so. Cecilia rises and steps out too.
TRI PS AND FALLS.

Serena shrieks as Cecilia hits the floor.

el ectricity,

Its plug was yanked | oose during the fall.

Except she

But there's no

no shock. Cecilia holds up the curling iron.

Cecilia and

Serena | ook relieved. The two PCs appear at the door.



Ceciliation - 46.

CPL CHEONG
Are you okay?

CECI LI A
(itgnoring him
Next time... Just go for hair
rebondi ng okay...? Ow. ..

I NT. RECEPTI ON AREA - FSC - NI GHT 4

A wet and dishevelled Cecilia wal ks in. She stops short
when she sees M Tai, Gavin and Mei Yi gathered around
Wendy at the reception counter where they are watching a
TV set.

CECI LI A
Pl ease don't tell ne that was ne
on the news.

VENDY
You made the FSC fanous!

CECI LI A
Aw man... And | |l ook |ike such a
soggy duck!

MR TAI
(appr oachi ng)
I never expected you to take such
unor t hodox net hods! You put
yoursel f at risk

CECI LI A
Well you see, | wasn't thinking
straight... There was water,
there was an el ectrical appliance-
MR TAI
--\Vel | done.

(shakes her hand)
I was right in hiring you. \Well
done. Well done.

CECI LI A
(surprised)
Thanks... You keep saying that

and 1'll feel like a steak.

GAVI N
You' ve set the standard... raised
the bar... or as they say, spoi

mar ket .
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CECI LI A
Next week, | want everyone
dressed in swi mm ng gear during
busi ness hours.
(as M Tai reacts)
" m ki ddi ng!

Mei Yi rounds the reception counter and approaches Cecili a,
who stiffens. But all Mei Yi does is offer her a towel.

CECI LI A
(taking it)
Thanks.

Mei Yi barely nods and stal ks off.

MR TAI
You better get changed and go
hone.

CECI LI A

Thanks, M Tai.
He gives a wave and wal ks of f.

WENDY
I"'mgoing to call all my friends
and tell them | know soneone
f anpus!

She picks up the phone and dials with a vengeance. Gavin
wat ches as Cecilia tries to dry her hair and face. She
notices himstaring.

CECI LI A
You' re staring.

GAVI N
I"mjust anused... The great Mei
Yi handing you a towel.

CECI LI A
Yeah... I'mgoing to frane it and
hang it on ny wall to annoy her.

GAVI N
["I'l bring the hammer and nails.

They share a smle

CECI LI A
Hey... You know the other day...
my hypot hetical problem..
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GAVI N
Yeah?
CECI LI A
Well... let's just say your
advi ce was pretty shaky.
GAVI N
It was?
CECI LI A
Yeah... Wat you shoul d've said

was the silly woman shoul d trust
her husband.

GAVI N
Oh. So then... everything' s okay?
CECI LI A
Well... Hypothetically speaking,
yes.
GAVI N
(smles)

| shall make a note of that.

CECI LI A
Hey. .. thanks.

He sm | es w der.

INT. LI'VING ROOM - CECILIA'S FLAT - NIGHT 4

Cecilia conmes in exhausted. She throws her handbag and keys
on the table and spies Siong and Adrian asleep on the sofa.
She ki sses Siong on the forehead. He stirs.

SI ONG
(smles)
Hey, you're back. You were on the
news.
CECI LI A

Didn'"t | look terrible? They
didn't give ne a chance to | ook
hal fway decent. Wen we cane down
t hose canmeras were everywhere and-

Siong shuts her up with a passionate kiss. Cecilia's
smling broadly when they part.

CECI LI A
You two waited up for ne?
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SI ONG
W tried to.
(nudges Adri an)
Adri an.
CECI LI A
No, don't wake him
SI ONG
He has sonething inportant to tel

you.
(nudges Adri an)
Adrian, wake up. Mummy's hone.

Adrian stirs and his face lights up when he sees Cecili a.

ADRI AN
Mumy!
(bear hugs her)
You were so brave Mummy.

CECI LI A
Thank you... Daddy says you've
sonet hing inportant to tell ne.

Adrian nods. He pulls out his spelling book, flips through it
and shows Cecilia a page. It's the infanous test. The score
has been corrected to 4/5 and "cicle" is now nmarked

i ncorrect.

CECI LI A
| don't understand... | added an R
ADRI AN
| know... but | changed it back and
showed Teacher Joanne.
CECI LI A
You di d?
ADRI AN
I want Mummy to be happy. You
al ways say... can be stupid can be
poor but as long as you're honest,
it's okay.
CECI LI A
"' m beginning to rethink the stupid
part... but cone here.

(hugs hi m hard)
Mummy is so proud of you

ADRI AN
"' m proud of you too, Mummy. You
were so brave.
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CECI LI A
No, you were braver when you went
back to your teacher. That was true
cour age.

Adrian has the biggest grin and Cecilia hugs hi m again.
Siong | ooks on with pride.

S| ONG
Mot her and son reconciled. Cecilia
style.
(yawns)
A Ceciliation.

Cecilia just grins at himover Adrian's shoul der.

FADE QUT.



